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1979

In 2020, the Town completed a master plan for a new aquatics center and in 
2022, voters passed an $8 million bond issue with 72% approval.







$13.4M



• Total Raised: $2.1 million (making up about 
15% of the total project cost)

• Contributors: More than 500 individual 
donors, families, foundations, civic 
organizations, and local/state grants

• Milestone: It marked the largest and first 
major capital fundraising campaign in the 
history of the Town of Carbondale.





• ADA acces s ible pools , changing rooms , and 
facility acces s

• 6-lane lap pool at 25 yards

• Diving Board

• Climbing Wall

• Entertainment pool with zero entry

• Splas h features

• Volleyball net

• Lily pad climbers

• Large capacity hot tub

• All-electric firs t of its  kind in Colorado 
facility to meet the Town's  goals  of energy 
consumption



The Heating Equipment

• "Great Big Bopper" Heat Pumps: The center utilizes 
six highly efficient, industrial-sized rooftop units.

• Air-to-Water Technology: These electric air-source 
heat pumps work by absorbing ambient thermal 
energy from the outdoor air and transferring it 
directly into the pool water.

• Zero Gas Lines: The facility was built with zero 
natural gas infrastructure, completely eliminating 
greenhouse gas emissions from pool operations. 





Parks and Recreation



"We had to really do some pretty serious 
research into how do we do it ," said 
Carbondale Parks and Recreation Director 
Eric Brendlinger. 

That's an outdoor pool in Colorado, in the 
mountains, on the Western Slope. How is 
there technology that  exists that  will 
allow us to live up to our own standards?"



"We trust  this technology, we've done our 
research, we've talked to the experts, we've 
talked to the manufacturers, and we have 
confidence in the systems that  we have 
designed for the pool."  

"We're all in. We're making an all-electric, 
outdoor municipal pool and we're pretty 
psyched about that ."



“There’s some other air-source, heat  
pump technology being used in other 
pools around the state, but  they all 
have gas boilers that  are either the 
first  or secondary line of defense as a 
backup. 
We are really trusting the technology 
and are not going to be burning any 
gas on this property.”



Power & Sustainability Integration

• Rooftop Solar Array: The heat pumps are 
powered by a 48kW rooftop solar panel 
system. 

• Environmental Impact: By shifting away from 
fossil fuels, the heating system eliminates over 
3.2 million kBTU of fossil fuel use annually 
(equivalent to taking 148 cars of the road each 
year)



Parks and Recreation

Installed above the pool's shaded trellis 
and service building awning, these special 
panels generate electricity from both sides 
by capturing direct overhead sunlight and 
reflecting light bouncing off the water and 
pool deck. 
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CAST 2027 – tech session…
-How close were the projections of energy use and 
solar production?
-What is the overall energy cost compared to the prior 
pool? (adjusted for new rates, facility sq.ft. and higher 
volume of water)
-What are the winter heating costs?
-Technology lessons learned
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