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About Yampa Valley 
Sustainability Council
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Geothermal
Resources of
The United 
States
(Source: National Renewable
Energy Laboratory, 2018)
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State 
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Launched 
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Why Geothermal in Colorado?
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State of Colorado Legislation – Community 
Geothermal Gardens

Senate Bill 22-118 (2022)

 Established Community Geothermal Gardens program

 Modeled after 2010 community solar gardens legislation

 Allows geothermal facilities <5 MW (potentially up to 10MW) to generate electricity for 
community subscribers and offer useful thermal energy (i.e. waste heat)
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State of Colorado Legislation – Community 
Community Gardens

Senate Bill 22-118 (2022) – Rural Electric Co-ops

 "(8) Applicability to cooperative electric associations

…

This section shall not apply to cooperative 
electric associations”  
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State of Colorado Legislation – Community 
Community Gardens

Senate Bill 22-118 (2022) – End Goals

 Broaden the development and use of community 
geothermal gardens to reduce stationary emissions

 Key stakeholders in the Yampa Valley are interested 
in the program (i.e. Steamboat Ski Resort, Yampa 
Valley Housing Authority, etc.) and garden 
development

(Source: Routt County 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Inventory, 2023)

Stationary Energy 
45%

Routt County 2023 Emissions by Sector (mt CO2e)
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State of Colorado Legislation – Community 
Community Gardens

Senate Bill 22-118 (2022) - Considerations

 Draft legislative language that changes the statute

 Include right-of-first-refusal language to provide flexibility to co-ops



Questions? Continue the Conversation with YVSC

Michelle Stewart
Executive Director

michelle.stewart@yvsc.org

Paul Bony
Energy and Transportation 

Director
paul@yvsc.org

Matt Kireker
Policy Director

mkireker@yvsc.org
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