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ABOUT US
Founded in 2014, The Mountain 

Pact is an effort to educate, mobilize, and 
empower mountain towns 

with outdoor recreation-based 
economies in the American West around 

federal policy.

We work with local elected officials in 
over 80 mountain communities from all 

11 western states to build resilience in the 
face of environmental stresses and their 

economic impacts through a shared voice 
on policies related to climate, public 

lands, and outdoor recreation.



HOW WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE

CLIMATE + 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISKS

Are impacting our 
landscapes 

& local economies

POWER IN NUMBERS

We ensure our voices 
are heard by 

speaking as one

STRATEGIC 
PRIORITIZATION 

We select policy 
priorities that both 
impact mountain 
communities and 

mountain communities 
can have an impact on 

AFFECT CHANGE

Begin to see federal 
attention paid to 

mountain communities 
on climate & public 

lands issues



TACTICS

Letters to key political leadership 
(Sign on & Individual elected, or 

organizational)
Media Attention –

Press statement and releases
Public Testimony

In Person Congressional
& Agency Meetings

Op-Eds and Letter to the Editor
Education

(Policy Webinars & Reports)



SIGN ON LETTERS

Past Six Months
– January 2021 - A letter signed by over 130 western local elected officials to President Biden, 

Congress, and Representative Deb Haaland includes calls to halt new oil and gas leases and 
industry bailouts; support local governments in relief packages; restore protections for Bears Ears 
and Grand Staircase Escalante national monuments and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge; 
increase environmental and public health safeguards; and work to conserve 30 percent of U.S. 
lands and waters by 2030. 

– October 2020: Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy (CORE) Act letter signed by 111 
Colorado local elected officials

– Fall 2020: Payment in Lieu of Taxes letter signed by 75 local elected officials asking for a 
Gateway Community Dividend to be added to the PILT program

– Summer 2020: Land and Water Conservation Fund Letter signed by 150 local elected officials 
asking for full and permanent funding for the LWCF. 





INDIVIDUAL LETTERS



MEDIA
OUTREACH



ON THE GROUND
Washington D.C. Fly Ins (or 
Virtual!):

Every year The Mountain Pact brings four to 
six mountain community local elected officials 
to D.C. to participate in meetings with 
Senators, House of Representative members, 
White House, Department of Interior, and US 
Forest Service leadership.







Virtual Fly-ins
Due to COVID, instead of hosting our annual Washington, D.C. fly-in this spring, The Mountain Pact 
convened meetings with over 20 Western local elected officials and congressional offices. County 
commissioners, mayors, and town/city council members took time to talk with members of their congressional 
delegation in California, Montana, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, New Mexico, and Arizona 
about the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Great American Outdoors Act, the Department of 
Interior, and COVID relief among other topics.



REPORTS
■ January 2021: Building Back Better: How Congress and The Biden Administration Can Support 

Climate-Resilient Western Mountain Communities & Reverse The Damage Caused By The Trump 
Administration

■ Summer 2019: Public Lands Conservation in the Trump Era.

■ Summer 2018: The Case for Reauthorizing and Fully Funding The Land and Water Conservation Fund 
- Why Congress Must Act

■ Spring 2018: The Case for Balanced Public Lands Use for Western Communities: Recommendations 
After One Year Into The Trump Administration 

■ Spring 2017: The Antiquities Act: A Vital Part of Our Natural Heritage.

■ Fall 2016: Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities: Protecting Western Forests in the Era of Climate 
Change and Wildfire. 

■ Spring 2016: How Federal Coal Reform Could Help Mountain Communities Mitigate the Costs of 
Climate Change

■ 2015: Paying the Costs of Climate Change



REPORTS



REPORTS



POLICY UPDATES/CONSERVATION UPDATES



LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS

The Mountain Pact follows an 'opt-in' 
strategy where towns and counties can 
participate in our policy efforts as they see 
fit for their community.

These local and county governments 
represent the most engaged communities in 
The Mountain Pact. The Mountain Pact also 
works with other local and regional 
governments, chambers of commerce, and 
economic development corporations in 
addition to those listed below. 





Communities who have council members who have been 
involved with The Mountain Pact

Arizona: 
Coconino County
City of Flagstaff

California: 
City of Big Bear Lake
City of Bishop
Inyo County
Mono County
Town of Mammoth Lakes
Town of South Lake Tahoe
Town of Truckee

Colorado: 
City of Aspen 
Town of Avon
Town of Basalt
City of Boulder
Town of Breckenridge
Town of Carbondale
Town of Crested Butte
City of Durango
Eagle County
Town of Estes Park
Town of Frisco
City of Glenwood Springs

Montana: 
City of Bozeman
City of Helena
City of Missoula
Missoula County
City of Red Lodge
City of Whitefish

Nevada: 
Clark County
Tahoe Regional Planning 

Agency
City of Reno

New Mexico: 
City of Las Cruces
Town of Red River
City of Santa Fe
Santa Fe County
Town of Taos

Oregon: 
City of Ashland
City of Bend

Utah: 
Town of Alta
Town of Bluff
Grand County
City of Moab
Salt Lake County
Summit County

Washington: 
City of Bellingham
City of Wenatchee
Town of Winthrop

Wyoming: 
Teton County
Town of Jackson

Colorado Continued:
City of Longmont
Town of Mountain Village
Town of Ophir
Ouray County
Town of Paonia
Pitkin County
Town of Ridgway
Routt County
City of Salida
San Miguel County
Snowmass Village
City of Steamboat Springs
Summit County
Town of Telluride
Town of Vail

Idaho:
Blaine County
City of Driggs
Town of Hailey
City of Ketchum
City of Sandpoint
Teton County



Some 
Engaged 
Communities



HOW TO PARTICIPATE

GET ON OUR CONTACT 
LIST

Stay informed on Mountain 
Pact efforts

OPT-IN POLICY

Engage where & when you 
want to

CONTINUE TO JOIN   
POLICY CAMPAIGNS



OUR 2021 PRIORITIES
1. President Biden Executive Orders

• Advocating for protecting 30% of 
our lands and water by 2030. 

• Supporting pause on new oil and 
gas leasing.

• National monuments restoration

2. Department of Interior
• Secretary of Interior Nominee Deb 

Haaland
• Land and Water Conservation Fund 

(LWCF) Actions

3. State Specific Federal Public Lands 
Protections
• CORE Act 
• Grand Canyon Protection Act



PRESIDENT BIDEN EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Efforts around 30x30
The national and international effort to protect 30% of land and water by 2030 is included in the third of 

the three executive orders signed by President Biden on January 27, 2021.



How to Take Action
Upcoming Webinar: The Mountain Pact will be hosting a webinar with the U.S. Director of the Campaign 
Nature about President Biden’s 30x30 conservation goal of protecting 30% of land and water by 2030 
and how we can work to implement this goal in our communities. We invite you to fill out a Doodle poll so 
we can select a date and time that works for the most local elected officials in The Mountain Pact network.



PRESIDENT BIDEN EXECUTIVE ORDERS
Pause on New Oil and Gas Leasing on Federal Public Lands
The pause on new oil and gas leasing on federal public lands was one section out 

of three in President Biden’s executive orders. 



How to Take Action
■ Connect with Anna for background materials. 

■ Ask your Town/City/County governing body to pass a resolution (Anna can send a draft) to show 
support for the pause on new oil and gas leasing. 



PRESIDENT BIDEN EXECUTIVE ORDERS

National Monument Restoration
As a part of a day one executive order, President Biden directed the Department of Interior to protect our nation’s treasures
by reviewing the boundaries and conditions of the Grand Staircase-Escalante, Bears Ears, Northeast Canyons, and Seamounts 
Marine National Monuments and placing a temporary moratorium on all oil and natural gas leasing activities in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge.



DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
Secretary Nominee NM Represenative Deb Haaland
In late February, the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources held a confirmation hearing for New Mexico Representative
Deb Haaland, the nominee for Secretary of the Interior. A full vote on the nomination is expected by mid-March. The Mountain Pact 
supports her nomination.



DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
In February, the Acting Secretary of Interior signed Secretarial Order 3396 which revokes an order signed 
on November 9, 2020 (Secretarial Order 3388) by former Secretary David Bernhardt that unilaterally 
imposed new restrictions to inhibit the availability of Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) funding 
for federal land and water acquisitions.



STATE SPECIFIC FEDERAL PUBLIC LANDS PROTECTIONS

In late February, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed the Protecting 
America’s Wilderness and Public Lands Act
which designates approximately 1.49 million 
acres of public land as wilderness and 
incorporates more than 1,000 river miles into 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System 
through public lands protections in California, 
Colorado, Arizona, and Washington. Two 
provisions of this legislation, the Colorado 
Outdoor Recreation and Economy (CORE) Act 
and Grand Canyon Protection Act include 
public lands near Mountain Pact network 
communities.



STATE SPECIFIC FEDERAL PUBLIC LANDS PROTECTIONS

Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy Act (CORE)

The Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy (CORE) 
Act was reintroduced in February in both the House and 
Senate and passed the House on Feb 26, 2021. It will 
protect 400,000 acres of Colorado public land and 
designate nearly 80,000 acres as new recreation and 
conservation management areas that preserve existing 
outdoor uses such as hiking and mountain biking. It is the 
most significant and broadly-supported effort to protect 
Colorado’s most cherished lands, waters, and forests in a 
generation and is the result of over a decade of 
engagement with a wide range of bi-partisan 
stakeholders.



STATE SPECIFIC FEDERAL PUBLIC LANDS PROTECTIONS

Grand Canyon Protection Act

The Grand Canyon Protection Act was reintroduced in the House 
and Senate in February 2021 and passed in the House on 
February 26, 2021. The legislation prohibits new uranium mining 
around Grand Canyon National Park, protecting Arizona’s water 
supply, outdoor recreation and tourism industries, and tribal 
communities. Currently, the Grand Canyon welcomes over six 
million visitors a year, contributes $1.2 billion to local economies, 
and supports over 12,500 jobs in the region. 



Thank you! CONTACT US

Anna Peterson, Executive Director

Website: www.TheMountainPact.Org

Email: Anna@TheMountainPact.Org

Phone: 612-735-2402


