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What is the GNAR Initiative?



About us:

• Idea born in 2017,
• Based on research by Dr. Danya

Rumore and Dr. Phillip Stoker,
• Officially launched April 2020,

• Comprised of a core team, steering 
committee, and growing partner 
network



What do we do?



Three main focus areas:

• Research – Peer-reviewed papers, 
community case studies,

• Education – Webinars, blogs, 
undergraduate and graduate student 
engagement

• Capacity Building – The GNAR 
Network, peer-to-peer learning,  
online toolkit, 



Examples of our work



Research examples:

• Gateway Community Challenges Paper 
(2020)

• Driggs, ID: Ski Resort Expansion Impact 
Report (2020)

• Colorado: Bike Trails Impact Report (2020)
• Southwest UT Region: Zion Regional 

Collaborative (2017-ongoing)



Education example: “Boomtown: Rise 
of the Zoom Town” Webinar Series

with
support

from:

boom town
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•

EXPECTATIONS: current outlooks on amenity 
migration in the intermountain west

ADAPTATIONS: Community perspectives 
on amenity migration

transformationS: A Tale of Two Towns: 
The Successful Communities Approach in 
Action in Gardiner and Deer Lodge, MT 

innovationS: community PEER EXCHANGE

oct. 15:

oct. 29:

nov. 12:

nov. 19:

dec. 3:

IMPLICATIONS: GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 
Challenges in gnar communities

amenity Migration In  the  RURAL West
& the r ise  of the “zoom town”



Capacity building example: 
online Toolkit

• 10 focus areas 

• Aggregates existing 
resources, example 
ordinances, case studies.

• Adding new pages as 
quickly as possible



Capacity building Example: 
The GNAR Network

• Group of communities who 
participate in peer-to-peer 
learning opportunities 

• Growing email list of 400+
individuals



Any questions?


