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A LEGACY…
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DESTINATION CONSULTANTS
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CERTIFIED SUSTAINABLE DESTINATIONS

1. Ixtapa, Guerrero, Mexico
2. Snaefellsnes Peninsula, Iceland
3. Huatulco, Mexico
4. Kaikoura District Council, New Zealand
5. Rottnest Island, Australia
6. Huangshan Mountain
7. Green Destinations Certified Destinations
8. Vail, CO
9. Schouwen-Duiveland



Town of Vail   |  Community Meeting

EMPOWER THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

• Goal: Train 50 
businesses

• Bottom Up 
Approach
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ACTIVELY GREEN SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS PROGRAM
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VAIL DESTINATION BOUNDARY 
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70,000 ACRES



SUSTAINABLE DESTINATION 
CERTIFICATION PROCESS
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SUSTAINABLE DESTINATION BENEFITS
ACCOUNTABILITY
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• 3RD Party Review
• Public Report Card 
• Code of Conduct 
• 8 month Reporting Requirements



SUSTAINABLE DESTINATION BENEFITS
ACCOUNTABILITY
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• Snowmelt – Efficiency and GHG Emissions
• Wildlife
• Language Translation
• Broad Destination Management



POLITICAL ACTION
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VAIL JOINS:
• Colorado Communities for Climate Action (10k)
• Compact of Colorado Communities (2k)
• Climate Action Collaborative – Eagle County Climate Action Plan (15k)
• Compact of Mayors

PLEDGES TO:
• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20% below 2006 levels by 

2020
• Support the Paris Climate Agreement
• 25% by 20205, 80% by 2050



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
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• WASTE
• 25% reduction in waste to landfill
• County compost facility, resident drop off and restaurant program
• On-site business audits and education

• ENERGY
• ~40% reduction in electricity
• Working with utility – 70%   CO2 by 2030
• EnergySmart program – commercial/residential audits and double 

rebates
• ECOSYSTEM HEALTH

• Restore the Gore Program – increased macroinvertebrate scores
• 50% reduction in water use

• TRANSPORTATION
• LONO grant for electric buses
• Sole Power Challenge – green commuting program 47,000 miles/yr, 

280,000 miles to date
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LEVERAGING COMMUNICATIONS
INSPIRING CULTURE 



202020

INTERNATIONAL EXPOSURE
TOP 100 BEST OF THE AMERICAS – BERLIN 

• Best Practices shared amongst top international resorts  



WHAT’S NEXT?
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• Focus on utility scale solar projects – snowmelt offset
• Fleet electrification with battery storage and solar integration
• Electric vehicle charging infrastructure plan
• Focus on wildlife education, biodiversity management, and 

habitat improvement projects
• Public education through public art and ongoing outreach



Thank You
Kristen Bertuglia

Environmental Sustainability Manager 
Town of Vail

970.477.3455
kbertuglia@vailgov.com


