Survey on Health Care Availability and Cost

December, 2004
Please let me know whether your community's main health care issue is cost of coverage or availability of health care services.   If it's both, please rank.  If there is some other pressing health care issue, please share that as well.   

Aspen  The cost of coverage is our greatest problem.   A Community Health Plan has been created in our Valley which allows small businesses to buy into a large group plan.

Cost for Avon.  We have a great network of doctors available through Colorado Mountain Medical locally and doctors are also included in Glenwood, Grand Junction and Denver if the employee wishes to drive somewhere else.
Breckenridge.  Cost of coverage which is directly tied to managing claims.
Crested Butte.   Ours is both issues

In Fraser, cost of coverage would rank slightly above physical availability of places to recieve care.
In Grand Lake, I would say that both issues are challenges.  The cost of rising health care is a major concern...we haven't had to cut back benefits yet for employees, but current insurance trends make that a real possibility.  I know that CML has been working with CIRSA on this issue, but I would be interested in any discussion in the interim since there is no guarantee that CIRSA will ever offer employee health coverage.
As far as availability, there aren't any healthcare options in Town and  not too many in the surrounding areas...I have been working on getting a DR in grand lake, but the low permanent population makes this quest nearly impossible.  I have had a few ideas on this subject (using a 
semi-retired Dr to see patients a couple days per week...getting a clinic whereby different specialists could cost share a building and clerical costs and could just come up as needed, etc.) but would like to hear any other ideas or suggestions.
Gunnison We may be the exception to the rule, but we have an outstanding local hospital facility that has been fairly reasonable in their cost of services.  As far as our medical plan, the City is self-insured and has been able to hold the line on rate increases for the past three years.

Jackson  cost of coverage
Ketchum   We found a way to take more risk with a higher deductable and implement a Health Savings Account which saved us considerable money.  The availability is secondary.  We cannot control the arrogance of doctors who decide to locate here and ignore participation in group plans.
Mt. Crested Butte  It is cost of coverage for Mt. Crested Butte. However we do have only two choices at this point. 

For Silverthorne, it is the annual cost increases in coverage which leads to the decrease in benefits.

For Steamboat, I'd say it's the cost of coverage, and the availability of coverage for small businesses and for part-time and seasonal employees.
The Town of Telluride's main issue is the cost of coverage.
