Colorado Association of Ski Towns
SURVEY: Manager Search Firms 
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Has your town used a manager search firm that you liked?  Why did you like them, who are they and how can they be reached?  Can you give us your answer by Friday please?
Avon  hasn’t used a search firm for a long time.
Breckenridge Ralph Anderson & Associates, specifically Chuck Rohr.  He has left the firm and started his own, but I'm not sure of the name of his firm.  I know there are lots of good firms out there.  
CML  I have had some experience with this, so whomever is interested I am happy to chat if they want to call me. grand junction, steamboat springs, eagle county all have used search firms for managers recently or currently….
Estes Park  We have used Dr. Rainguet to assist with selection of a police chief.  He also does manager processes as well (am sitting on an interview panel in Granby this Friday for a process that he is doing).
Fraser  Seems like everybody uses Fred R (granby is currently using him)  
Editorial comment:  I have to agree( jrw
Frisco  Fred Rainguet did the Town Manager and Police Chief for Frisco.  303-747-2930
Glenwood has not used a recruitment firm in recent history.
Gunnison  We have used Rainguet & Associates on several occasions for City Manager and other upper level management positions.  We have been very pleased with the service and would not hesitate to use them again.  Contact info is  Fred Rainguet; PO Box 267  Palisade CO  81526   970.464.1079   FWRpeak@aol.com   Gail Davidson, City Clerk
Jackson  I've used fred rainqet three or four times and been very happy with his work.  He's cheaper than national firms.  If you're looking at national firms peckem and mckinney
Minturn  I personally like Jim Mercer's firm.  Would never use Slavin.

Mt Crested Butte  The Town of Mt Crested Butte used Dr Fred Rainguet to help find a town manager.  He did an excellent job of meeting our needs at a reasonable cost.  The process was very professional, targeted and efficient.  I would encourage any town that is looking for a manager to have Dr Rainguet make a proposal for conducting a manager search.

One very valuable aspect to the process that Dr Rainguet brought to the table was his interview process.  He brought in 4 other current town managers to interview our candidates.  Those managers then gave our council their perspective of the candidates and their opinion of their ability to succeed.  That helped us make the right decision, and we still have the manager we hired!

If anyone would like to speak to me in detail about Dr Rainguet, please give me a call at 970-349-7778.  Dr Rainguet can also give you a very extensive list of Colorado references of towns he has worked for.  His email is FWRpeak@aol.com
Mountain Village  Haven’t used search firm for a long time.
Park City  We’ve used a couple the we were very satisfied with, The Oldani Group and Wilcox, Miller & Nelson. We worked with Bobbi Peckhom from Wilcox, Miller & Nelson and she was great to work with. 

Silverthorne   Fred Rainguet is the best.  FWRPEAK@aol.com or 303-747-2930. 

Steamboat  The City of Steamboat Springs recently used the Executive Search firm called Peckham & McKenney for our City Manager search.  Phil McKenney was our contact at 1-866-628-3698.

He was very attentive to finding out what our community was like by interviewing several Council people, meeting with staff and meeting with community leaders. From these meetings, he created a beautiful brochure advertising the job.   He brought us a slate of diverse, but qualified candidates, so City Council could see what style, personality, etc...they wanted to work with.
The proposal they (Peckham & McKenney) offered the City was the comprehensive and had a guarantee clause, that if the selected Manager candidate did not last the first 6 months, they would do the entire process all over again, free of charge.  Phil McKenney helped with coordinating the interview days, the press release once a candidate was selected, and City Manager contract suggestions.  He was readily available and professional throughout the entire selection process.  Additionally, Mr. McKenney has followed up not only with a couple of Council members and the selected CM on the match, but with individuals from the management team.  We would be happy to recommend the firm of Peckham and McKenney to any municipality going through this process.  
From Alan:  When I was in SD, we used Waters-Oldani.  While they were okay, they were kind of mechanical.  Like "one-size fits all".  I have also used Peckham and McKenney and have hired them as well as participated in their process.  I like them very much.  They a personable, very thorough, get lots of candidates from calls and referrals and understand their clients needs better than others I have dealt with.
Vail used Peckham McKenney
 

