SURVEY: CHAMBER FUNDINGPRIVATE 

July, 2003

1.   In the current budget year, how much money will go from your town’s coffers to your Chamber?
Silverthorne does not fund the Chamber of Commerce.  Membership only - annual dues of $1,250                                                                                                                            Mt. CB collects and transmits to the Chamber about $60,000 in business and occupation license tax and the pillow tax. 

Grand Lake , questions 1 and 2    In our $1.04M operational general fund budget, we include a contribution of $20,000  plus we generate approx $30,000 from our business license.  These business license fees go to our "marketing agent", which has been the Chamber since the begining, but does not necessarily need to be. 

Snowmass Village  We do not have a Chamber.  The marketing functions are part of the Town and we have a resort association that markets to groups for conferences primarily.

Minturn ‘s arrangement is a bit odd.  We pay about 3,000 to the Vail Chamber and they market Vail, but not much of Minturn.  We also pay about 6,000 to the Minturn Business Association, generally from business license fees.  They generally have about 5 businesses marketing themselves and not really much else.  No contracts.

Crested Butte   funds the Chamber to the tune of about $55,000 each year.  

Breckenridge - . Current year funding is $910,000 of which $50,000 is special funding for a Friends Welcome community wide training program.

Grand Junction -  Enough to pay our annual dues ($3,750) and we also contributed $10,000 to a one time study for an events center but the money will really go for a consultant.

Telluride - The 2003 budget for the Telluride & Mountain Village Convention & Visitors Bureau is $246,656.

Durango  In 2003, the City will contribute about $530,000 to the Durango Area

Tourism Office (DATO).

Frisco funded $11,000 to the Frisco Chamber of Commerce and $5,000

to the Summit County Chamber of Commerce from our discretionary fund.  In

addition, Frisco allows the Frisco Chamber to retain the profits from

special events beer booth sales, which are projected to be approximately

$10,000 for 2003.

Granby  $20,000

Dillon  $5000 for Visitor Information Centers operating budgets 

 2.      How much comes from your general budget, and how much comes from a dedicated revenue source?
Silverthorne - Funded by our Lodging Tax Fund, of which 15% is dedicated to marketing 

Mt. CB  -  It all comes from the business and occupation license tax/pillow tax, none comes from the General Fund.   If we didn't give it to the Chamber, we could put it in the General Fund but we would have to spend it on marketing or events or visitor services which is what the Chamber does for us.

Crested Butte  -  The revenue source is a Business/Occupation Licensing Tax (BOLT) - essentially business license revenues are directed to the Chamber on the theory that the Chamber in turn is able to re-invest this money in business endeavors and marketing.

Breckenridge - 100% is from dedicated revenue of BOLT license fees, & a part of the accommodation and sales tax.

Grand Junction - Our dues come from our general fund.  The one time contribution came 1/2 from our general fund and 1/2 from our VCB fund.

Telluride - This is from a dedicated revenue source from business and bldg. license.

Durango  All of the funds contributed to DATO come from the City's 2% Lodger's Tax. 

Granby

Dillon  all from General Fund  

3.  What services does the Chamber provide for the money you give to it?
Silverthorne - None, other than regular member benefits       

Mt. CB - Visitor information and services, events, some marketing

Grand Lake -v The $30K is to market Grand Lake as a destination, and not to market individual businesses.  The $20K is general Chamber operations with no restrictions. 

Crested Butte -  The Chamber manages the tourist information center and puts on a variety of community events. 

Breckenridge - Chamber develops and implements the Town marketing program and Friends Welcome program.

Grand Junction -  Mainly lobbying for local business issues during the state legislative session, some social get togethers, some business training, a monthly newsletter, a website and answering some inquiries about the area.

Telluride - This organization runs the visitors center which is combined for the towns of Telluride and Mountain Village.

Durango   DATO provides marketing, advertising and tourism promotion services

with the money that is contributed.

Granby   The Chamber markets the Granby area to attract both tourists and potential residents.  It also works with us on economic development and often works as the liaison between the town and the local businesses.

Dillon  The Chamber provides information about Dillon events and businesses to visitors. 

4.    Is there a contract between the Chamber and the town? (If so, Paul Hughes would really appreciate having a copy.)

Silverthorne-no                              




                               Mt. CB- no

Grand Lake - We have an agreement for marketing services, which I will fax to Paul.

Crested Butte - There is not a contract between the Town and the Chamber 

Breckenridge -  yes, I will get a copy and forward to Paul

Grand Junction -   No

Telluride - There is a contract

Durango There is a contract between the City and DATO's predecessor DACRA

(Durango Area Chamber Resort Association).  However DACRA was split in

to two organizations earlier this year, DATO and the new Durango Chamber

of Commerce.  A new contract has yet to be executed.

Granby   There is not a written contract between the town and the chamber, however we do ask that the chamber attend a town board meeting once a month to report on its activities.

Dillon  No contract

5.  Do you pay dues for membership in your Chamber?
Silverthorne-see #1                                                                                                           
Mt. CB-no

Grand Lake- No, they better not charge us dues.

Crested Butte- Town does not pay Chamber dues.

It should be noted that this is what has occurred in the past. Last November the County voted a 4% lodging tax to fund a countywide "tourism association."  This revenue source is far more money than we collected through the BOLT and will largely be used for marketing. In so doing we anticipate that the Chambers of Commerce in Crested Butte and Gunnison will merge and be operated from membership dues.  We are still debating what happens to the current BOLT tax, the Town of Crested Butte is lobbying to restructure the tax and keep it for commercial enhancements to the business core.

Breckenridge -   Yes, I will get a copy and forward to Paul

Grand Junction - Yes, $3,750 per year.

Telluride - There is no membership.

Durango City pays dues to the Chamber in the amount of $500.

Granby  The $20,000 is our dues.  We also attend most of the chambers luncheons, meetings etc.

Dillon  $1200 per year 

