Colorado Association of  Ski Towns
SURVEY—Town Funding of Search and Rescue

October, 2005
1)  Does your town financially support your local Search and Rescue?

2)  If you know, please describe how your S&R is funded.

Aspen
S&R is funded by the County and fundraising by Mountain Rescue.  There is no City involvement.

Avon

We do not, that is done through the county

Breckenridge

We have supported in past through our grant process but donot provide regular funding. 
Crested Butte

We provide them a place to keep their gear and vehicle, they train periodically in one of our meeting rooms, and the Town council provides them a small grant (usually $500) each year.

Durango

Durango does not provide funding for search and rescue ops.  This function is provided by La Plata County.

Fraser

We do not support search and rescue, at least not directly.
Gunnison

1) The City of Gunnison doesn’t directly financially support the local Search & Rescue groups.  We have two local search and rescue organizations – the Monarch Pass Search and Rescue and the Western State College Search & Rescue.  Both are all volunteer groups.  The City does provide $1,000 annually to the Monarch Pass Search & Rescue for their fishing tournament fundraiser.  This is under a grant program whereby a fundraiser brings in people from out of town that in turn helps our sales tax base.  Fishermen pay their fishing tournament fees and those monies help fund the program.  

 2)  Monarch Search & Rescue is funded with any grants they can find, the County Sheriff’s office and private donations.  The Western State Group is through college fees and private donations.  

Jackson

The Town of Jackson, Wyoming approved $5,000 for Teton County Search & Rescue for FY2006.  This is accomplished through a contract for services.  I'm not sure what Teton County funded them for this fiscal year.
Mt. Crested Butte
Mt Crested Butte funds Search and Rescue through our yearly non-profit application cycle.  They apply with everyone else and we consider them each year.  We have typically awarded them around $1000 per year.  However, we had to cut funding to all non-profits for the last two years due to lack of revenue.  This year we will restart funding non-profits and I expect to see a request from Search and Rescue.  When considering funding of non-profits, some take a higher priority than others and Search and Rescue has been a higher priority group for the council to fund.

Silverthorne

Silverthorne does not contribute to Search & Rescue.  I’m not sure how it’s funded.  I believe it’s through the county and or the fire districts. 
Snowmass Village

No
Steamboat   splits the cost of S&R with their Sheriff’s office—even though it is the statutory responsibility of the SO.

Summit County

Yes, Summit County supports from the County General Fund.
Vail

1) We have not cash funded this through Council Contributions for several years.  However, when our local group sponsored the international conference in Vail this June, the Council did approve a couple thousand dollars to offset transportation costs for the group exercises.  We do, on occasion, lend radios/equipment for searches within Eagle County through our police department.

2)  It is my understanding this is entirely funded through Eagle County and the Eagle County Sheriff's office/budget.

