Colorado Association of Ski Towns

SURVEY: Employee Housing Allowances
August 5, 2006
Does your town offer housing allowances for line level employees and middle managers (monthly or annual stipends)?  If yes, details please.
Aspen APCHA (Aspen Pitkin County Housing Authority) does house seasonal workers that are not US citizens, and it is causing problems.  We have not yet gotten satisfactory answers to all of our questions but we are trying to get the CO Dept. of Revenue to OK the way we would like to handle it. If we follow the letter of the law as written it will effectively preclude non US citizens from getting into our seasonal housing. 
Breckenridge  We only have a low interest down payment assistance for employees, borrow up to $20,000 at 3% for 10 years with no required payment for 1st 5 years.

Also off transitional housing for new employees for up to 6 months at below market rents tied to their income to give them time to locate housing.

Dillon does not offer an allowance for housing. We do have a down payment assistance program for our employees who buy in Summit county.

Durango does not, but i'd love to hear other suggestions..our city would not even adopt employee down payment assistance..
Fraser owns two houses that we rent out to employees at below market rates.  Of course, you have to understand that these two houses are below market quality too.  They were purchased for the land and until the original purposes for the land occur, we will use the houses for this purpose, someday they will be leveled.
Glenwood Springs does not provide any housing allowances for any employees.
Grand Junction does not.
Gunnison does not.  However, we are investigating the possibility of some kind of housing assistance.  We have had several electrical linemen and police officer positions open for over a year and interested applicants always cite our high housing costs for not taking the positions
Jackson is ready to implement a housing allowance for "first responders".  It will be three tiered approach with those employees  living in the city limits getting between $500 and $600 (we have finalized the numbers), employee living in Jackson Hole will get about $400 and everyone down valley will get around $200.
Minturn  No stipend just e low rent housing units for our planner and assistant planner

Mt. Crested Butte does not offer any housing allowances. We do offer interest free loans up to $30,000 as an employee down payment assistance program for the purchase of a home. The loan is to be paid back over 15 years but the program offers two years without any payback which extends the life of the loan to 17 years.  If you would like a copy of the policy, please let me know where to send it and you will get one.

Snowmass No, we do not.  We do however have over 300 rental and deed restricted units available to workers in the village and we do give priority for the rental units to key town positions.

Vail  We offer interest free loans...

Winter Park/Grand County   We pay officers, who reside in the limits of either Winter Park or Fraser, $200 per month housing subsidy.  The Chief plans to recommend expanding the territory for such housing assistance to the entire Fraser Valley Metropolitan Recreation District.  This would provide officers more options for housing.  
The Grand County Housing Authority only houses those who can commit to a six-month lease.  That, of course, means they might hire someone who is a seasonal...whether that means at a ski resort we don't know.  The Housing Authority will only lease to citizens or verified legal residents.  Mark

